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Management Summary 
 
I.R. Wilson Consultants Ltd. was contracted by Ekistics Town Planning Inc. on behalf of 
Fairwinds Real Estate Management Inc. to undertake an archaeological overview 
assessment of the proposed Fairwinds Resort Community, Neighbourhood 2: Lakes 
District development area. The study was initiated to identify lands within the proposed 
development area that have potential to contain archaeological sites or areas significant to 
First Nations, identify potential conflicts between known archaeological sites, known 
traditional land use sites and proposed project development activities, and provide 
recommendations for additional archaeological investigations as required. The study area 
is within the asserted traditional territories of the Snaw-Naw-As (Nanoose) First Nation 
and the Snuneymuxw (Nanaimo) First Nation. 
 
No documented archaeological field studies have been conducted within the proposed 
development zone although numerous archaeological assessments that yielded a large 
number of sites have been carried out in the general vicinity of the study area. A portion 
of previously recorded site DhSa 26 falls within the boundaries of the proposed project. 
 
A review of ethnographic literature and traditional use studies revealed that a number of 
traditional use sites have been documented in the Nanoose Bay area. Most represent 
geographical features, habitation sites, resource procurement sites or places of 
mythological significance. The most frequently documented traditional use sites in the 
vicinity of the study area are recorded CMT sites. 
 
The preliminary field reconnaissance also suggested that a significant portion of the study 
area has archaeological potential. Areas of perceived potential are located on level, well-
drained terrain associated with significant topographic features, inland water features, the 
ocean shoreline and points of prominent elevation 
 
The study area is considered to have moderate to high archaeological potential based on 
its physical attributes, its proximity to previously recorded archaeological sites, and its 
known cultural significance to local First Nations. An archaeological impact assessment 
(AIA) is recommended to determine the presence of cultural deposits in the proposed 
development zone. It is suggested that a Heritage Conservation Act permit be acquired 
for the study area to include all lands associated with the Neighbourhood 2: Lakes 
District. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
At the request of Ekistics Town Planning Inc., on behalf of Fairwinds Real Estate 
Management Inc., I.R. Wilson Consultants Ltd. conducted an archaeological overview of 
the proposed Fairwinds Resort Community Neighbourhood 2: Lakes District in Nanoose 
Bay, B.C. (Figure 1). The proposed residential development is located on the broad 
projection of land situated between Nanoose Harbour and the Ballenas Channel of the 
Strait of Georgia. The project area extends between Notch Hill and existing residential 
housing to the north, northeast and east. The project area is within the asserted traditional 
territory of the Snaw-Naw-As (Nanoose) First Nation and the Snuneymuxw (Nanaimo) 
First Nation. 
 
Heritage sites and objects on private and Provincial Crown Land in British Columbia that 
predate 1846 are protected under the Heritage Conservation Act, which is administered 
by the Archaeology Branch of the Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the Arts. Heritage 
resources specifically protected by the Act include Provincial heritage sites, burial places 
with historical or archaeological value, aboriginal rock paintings or carvings, sites with 
evidence of human habitation or use before 1846 and heritage wrecks. The Lieutenant 
Governor in Council may also make regulations to define the extent of types of sites 
protected by the Act. 
 
Heritage resources can be prehistoric in age (the time before written records) or they can 
be historic. They can be of North American Indian, European, Euro-Canadian or other 
ethnic affiliation. Ethnographic heritage sites are locations reported as having been used 
or occupied by Aboriginal people in the past, which may or may not contain any physical 
evidence for such an occupation or use. A reported ethnographic site found to contain 
physical evidence changes the site to an archaeological site enhanced by ethnographic 
information. Ethnographic sites with no corroborative physical evidence are not treated as 
heritage sites according to present heritage legislation. However, all ethnographic sites 
should be managed as a responsibility of developers.  
 
There are usually three stages to the heritage resource impact assessment and review 
process including an overview assessment, a detailed impact assessment, and impact 
mitigation. The overview assessment is intended to identify and assess heritage resource 
potential, or the likelihood that sites are present. The objectives of the detailed impact 
assessment are the identification and evaluation of heritage resources within a proposed  
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development area, and also an assessment of possible impacts by the development on 
these sites. Impact mitigation is any course of action that results in the reduction or the 
elimination of the adverse impacts of a development. Mitigation, where required, usually 
involves site protection, project redesign or systematic data recovery, and normally 
involves archaeological excavation.  
 
The present study was designed to satisfy the objectives of an archaeological overview 
assessment. 
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2. THE PROJECT 
Currently in preliminary stages of planning and design, the proposed project involves 
development of a large residential resort community north of Nanoose Harbour (Figure 
2). The proposed Neighbourhood 2: Lakes District project area is adjacent to the existing 
Fairwinds Resort Community and Golf Course. The study area extends from the 
southwest corner of Notch Hill to the north, northeast and east where it borders existing 
residential housing and includes an isolated portion situated adjacent to the ocean 
shoreline. This small shoreline area is bordered by existing residential housing on the 
east, west and south, and the Strait of Georgia to the north. The area planned for rezoning 
encompasses Enos Lake, Enos Creek, several small wetlands and several minor 
drainages. Dolphin Lake lies immediately east of the main proposed development area. 
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3. METHODOLOGY 
A file search of previously recorded archaeological sites was conducted at the 
Archaeology Branch of the Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the Arts to determine the 
location, nature and distribution of prehistoric and historic resources in the vicinity of the 
project area. A review of previous archaeological assessments in the vicinity of the study 
area was also completed. A review of background literature dealing with anthropology, 
history, archaeology and paleoenvironment of the study region was conducted to place 
the study area in a cultural context. A review of ethnographic literature and traditional 
use studies was conducted in conjunction with discussions with Chief David Bob of the 
Shaw-naw-as First Nation to evaluate ethno-historic use and culturally significant sites in 
the area. Additionally, a preliminary field reconnaissance (PFR) was conducted to 
visually examine topographic characteristics and further evaluate the archaeological 
potential of the study area. 
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4. PROJECT AREA 
4.1 Natural History 

The proposed development is located on eastern Vancouver Island north of Nanoose 
Harbour, east of Northwest Bay Road, south of Dolphin Beach and west of the Fairwinds 
Golf Course. 
 
Southern Vancouver Island was overlain by glacial ice about 15,000 years ago and a minor 
re-advance at about 11,500 years B.P. (before present) likely made the area uninhabitable 
until about 10,000 to 11,000 years ago (Mathews et al. 1970). Sea levels in the study area 
generally declined following ice recession and resulting rebound of the earth’s crust, to 
reach present-day levels about 5,500 years B.P. However, fluctuations in these movements 
during this same period have created raised beaches with some potential for sites at higher 
elevations than present shorelines. Inland areas were exploited throughout the prehistoric 
period though not as intensively as the area of the modern shoreline. Older occupations are 
also possible at intertidal and even underwater areas associated with older lower sea levels. 
 
The study area is in the Coastal Western Hemlock Biogeoclimatic Zone (Pojar et al. 
1991). The climate within this region is characterized by cool temperatures and high 
rainfall. Western hemlock, western red cedar and Douglas fir dominate coniferous forests 
at lower elevations, while yellow cedar and amabilis fir are more common at higher 
elevations. Deciduous tree species include maple, red alder and cottonwood. Species of 
native wildlife common in this biogeoclimatic zone include black tailed deer, black bear, 
cougar and Roosevelt elk as well as a variety of smaller land mammals. Common birds 
and waterfowl include blue grouse, pileated woodpecker, Steller’s jay, raven, great blue 
heron, mallard, hooded merganser, glacous gull and Canada goose. 
 

4.2 Ethnography and Ethnohistory 

The study area is within the asserted traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw (Nanaimo) 
First Nation and the Snaw-Naw-As (Nanoose) First Nation. The Snuneymuxw and Snaw-
Naw-As are speakers of the Island Halkomelem language division of the Coast Salish 
linguistic family (Duff 1964). The Halkomelem, subdivided into the Island Halkomelem 
and the mainland Upriver and Downriver Halkomelem, together with the Northern 
Straits, Squamish, Nooksak and Clallam comprise a cultural grouping identified as the 
"Central Coast Salish". The Central Coast Salish occupied southern and southeastern 
Vancouver Island from Sherringham Point west of Sooke to Northwest Bay just south of 
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Parksville, the Gulf and San Juan Islands, northwestern Washington State along the Juan 
de Fuca Strait, the B.C. lower Mainland, adjacent Washington State and the lower Fraser 
Valley, and Howe Sound up to the Squamish and Cheakamus rivers. The Island 
Halkomelem, whose territory in the early 19th century extended from Northwest Bay 
south to Saanich Inlet, inland as far as the eastern tip of Cowichan Lake and included the 
northern extent of the southern Gulf Islands, include the Snaw-Naw-As, the 
Snuneymuxw, the Chemainus, the Cowichan and the Malahat First Nations (Suttles 
1990:453-456; Thompson and Kinkade 1990:34-37). 
 
To the north of the Central Coast Salish, the Pentlatch, together with the Comox and 
Sechelt, comprise the "Northern Coast Salish" division of the Northwest Coast Culture 
area (Bouchard and Kennedy 1995). Pentlatch territory in the early 19`h century extended 
south as far as Englishman River and Northwest Bay, immediately west of the present 
project area. The focus in this study is on the Island Halkomelem, whose nearby village 
and traditional use of the project area have been documented. The Pentlatch, however, 
traditionally lived in the environs and likely also made use of the general study area 
(Bouchard and Kennedy 1995:64). The Pentlatch "ceased to exist as a distinct group" by 
the 1800s (Bouchard and Kennedy 1995:5); descendants of the Pentlatch are today 
considered part of Qualicum First Nation. 
 
The Snaw-Naw-As, the northernmost of the Island Halkomelem, lived in a single village 
in Nanoose Harbour. The word “Nanoose” is an Anglicization of snew`néw`es, 
translated as "facing inside" or "pushing inward", the Island Halkomelem term for the 
winter village site situated on the south side of Nanoose Harbour (Akrigg and Akrigg 
1986:209-210; Bouchard and Kennedy 1995:6; Rozen 1985). The Snaw-Naw-As winter 
village may have been divided on the basis of status. Those of "lower" status were said 
to have their houses situated on Richard Point, across the harbour from the main village 
to provide a buffer in case of attack (Barnett 1955:23). The present Snaw-Naw-As 
reserve was established in 1876 at the site of what was "clearly an old Indian settlement" 
(Indian Reserve Commission 1876-1880). 
 
At the time of European contact, the Snuneymuxw were comprised of six autonomous 
local groups, "kwelsiwlh," “teytexen," "yeshexen," "enwines," "xwsol'exwel," and 
"tleltxw". Four of the first named "local groups" lived in the winter village sti'ilup at 
Departure Bay, the fifth, "xwsol'exwel," wintered on Nanaimo Harbour and the sixth, 
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"tleltxw," at False Narrows on Gabriola Island. All six "local groups" had separate fall 
fishing villages on the Nanaimo River (Suttles 1990). 
 
Available information concerning Snaw-Naw-As and Snuneymuxw land use is 
surprisingly sparse. In general terms, the various groups that comprise the Central Coast 
Salish would reside in their winter villages through November to March. In spring, 
extended family groups would disperse, many going to offshore islands to gather eggs, 
camas bulbs and to hunt sea mammals. In mid-summer, many groups from the east coast 
of the island would cross the strait congregating at the mouth of the Fraser River to take 
salmon. Towards autumn, groups would return across the strait and stop to hunt and 
gather before settling back into the winter villages. 
 

4.3 Archaeology 

The Gulf of Georgia has been a prime focus of archaeological research for many years. 
Though interpretation between researchers differs, Mitchell's (1971) proposed culture 
history (later revised in Mitchell 1990) still forms the foundation of the sequence. His 
earliest period is the Lithic culture type dating between 7,000 to 8,000 years before 
present (B.P.). No sites of this age are known for this section of the coast. Though not 
explicit in Mitchell's work, the Charles phase (5,500 - 3,500 B.P.) falls in the period 
between the Lithic culture type and the following Locarno Beach culture type which 
spans the period between about 3,500 and 2,400 years ago. A Charles occupation has 
been identified in Nanaimo (Murray 1981) and an occupation spanning Charles and 
Locarno has been excavated in an inland context on the Cowichan River (Wilson 1991a). 
Following Locarno is the Marpole culture type dating between 2,400 B.P. and 1,500 B.P. 
A site dating to this time period has been excavated near Parksville (Wilson 1991b) as 
well as at many other sites in the region. The final prehistoric period encountered on the 
Northwest Coast is called the Gulf of Georgia culture type or the Developed Coast Salish 
culture type, dating between 1,550 B.P. and the time of historic contact. This period is 
directly ancestral to present Native cultures.  
 
Cultures recognizable as ancestral to those of the ethnographic period are present as early 
as 5,000 B.P. The major ethnographic patterns of exploitation of marine fauna 
(particularly salmon), extensive woodworking, ceremonialism and ceremonial art and 
emphasis on wealth were formulated and developed from this time onward (Carlson 
1985). 
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A number of archaeological surveys and investigations have taken place in the general 
vicinity of the project area. Many of the investigations were excavations focusing on 
large complex sites such as Departure Bay (Wilson and Crockford 1994), Qualicum 
River (Bernick and Wigen 1990), and False Narrows (Burley 1989). Smaller scale 
archaeology programs have taken place in the vicinity of the project area including 
excavations (Dahlstrom and Wilson 1997; Wilson 1991b), monitoring and data recovery 
programs (Dewhirst 1994; Smith 2005), impact assessments and surveys (Dewhirst 1993; 
Eldridge 1992; Murton and Foster 1975), and archaeological inventories (Dady and 
Christensen 2000).  
 

4.4 History 

A number of historic activities with local and regional significance have occurred in the 
project vicinity (Assaf and Assaf 1990) including initial visits to the general area by 
Spanish explorers in the 1790s. Francisco Eliza named the harbour Rualcava in 1791. 
The bay was given its current name by the captain of the HMS Plumper in 1863. John 
Enos settled near what is today called Nanoose Hill (formerly Notch Hill) in 1862. 
Richard Point and the nearby Wallis Point are also named for another early settler, 
Richard Wallis (Akrigg and Akrigg 1988). In 1913 the Giant Powder Plant was 
constructed south of the project area and continued in operation until 1925. The area 
was used for ranching and logging as part of the Powder Point Ranch from 1944-1955. 
Military use of the area began in 1952. 
 

4.5 Site Types 

Site types commonly recorded in the study region include habitation sites, subsistence 
feature sites, lithic scatters, culturally modified trees (CMTs), trails, rock art and historic 
sites. Many of these site types are easily recognizable with the exception of wholly and 
partially buried lithic scatters of stone tools. Sites may be made up of one or several of these 
components. 
 

4.5.1 Habitation Sites 

Prehistoric habitation sites are most common in locations adjacent to or in the immediate 
vicinity of bodies of water, most commonly coastal areas, large streams, lakes and rivers 
but also gullies, creeks and other small drainages. They can include large-scale villages 
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or short-term procurement camps. Habitation sites may be identified by deep shell 
deposits, scatters of shell and/or lithics or, very occasionally, by platforms or mounds.  
Habitation sites are important for the study of past lifeways and generally have high 
heritage significance, particularly for ethnographically documented villages.  
 

4.5.2 Lithic Scatters 

Lithic scatter sites consist of scatters of stone tools and/or flakes, the result of lithic raw 
material processing and tool production and/or tool maintenance. Isolated lithic and/or 
artifact finds are included in this category. These sites are distinguished from habitation 
sites because of their lack of structural remains and often by their less diverse artifact 
assemblages, the result of less intensive and more specialized activities than reflected at 
village sites. Lithic scatters are frequently identified by surface lithics, although 
archaeological subsurface testing is required to establish the boundaries and depth of the 
scatter. They can reflect activities such as procurement and/or processing of food or raw 
materials. They can also reflect seasonal or short-term campsites, lookouts or various 
other activities. These types of site are relatively rare in coastal B.C. 
 

4.5.3 Subsistence Features 

Subsistence features are related to the collection, processing or storage of food, and are 
often found in the vicinity of a water source and are often a component of larger, multi-
function sites. Fish weirs or traps are associated with rivers and creeks, but are also found 
in coastal settings. Subsistence features may also be associated with temporary hunting or 
fishing camps away from principal habitation sites. Other types of subsistence features 
can include fishing stations, roasting areas, and shellfish processing areas among a wide 
variety of other functions. 
 

4.5.4 Culturally Modified Trees 

In the most general sense, culturally modified trees (CMTs) are any trees evidencing 
human modification. In a more specific and commonly used sense, CMTs are trees that 
have been modified by aboriginal people for traditional purposes including bark removal 
for baskets, clothing, traditional building material and so on. Trees evidencing “non-
traditional” aboriginal modification such as commercial logging by aboriginals using 
chainsaws are generally excluded from this category. Provincial guidelines suggest most 
CMTs be recorded as traditional use sites unless they pre-date AD 1846. Throughout the 
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province, stripped cedar trees are among the most common CMT types. The study area 
has largely been harvested of old growth timber and few CMT sites have been recorded. 
 

4.5.5 Rock Art Sites 

Rock art sites can be classified into two basic types: pictographs and petroglyphs. 
Pictographs are painted images and petroglyphs are pecked or ground images in rock. 
Pictographs are generally red ochre stained drawings often placed in highly visible 
locations. Petroglyphs depict similar though not identical subjects to pictographs. 
Petroglyphs tend to be far more difficult to identify and are thought to have a greater 
potential time depth than pictographs because of factors of preservation. However, no 
studies have been undertaken to test this assumption and little is known regarding 
possible functional, temporal or cultural differences between pictographs and 
petroglyphs. Rock art sites have been recorded on the Nanaimo River and on Gabriola 
Island, though no such sites are presently recorded in the near vicinity of the proposed 
Fairwinds Resort property. Petroglyphs are much more common than pictographs on the 
coast. 
 

4.5.6 Petroforms 

Petroforms are culturally produced rock or stone alignments, markers or structures such 
as cairns or fish weirs. Petroforms are frequently functional in nature, such as fish weirs, 
dams and canoe skids, but can be associated with human burials, such as cairns. 
 

4.5.7 Human Burials 

This category includes sites which contain material remains and features associated with 
prehistoric mortuary practices. Interments in the historic period can also be reported in 
association with recorded archaeological sites. Information about historic cemeteries or 
individual or family interments can often be acquired through documentary research and 
consultation with local residents. 
 
Prehistoric burials are difficult to identify because of their generally unmarked nature, 
although cairns and other related structures can be associated with burials. Evidence of 
human remains are recorded in several sites recorded in the near vicinity of the Fairwinds 
Resort. 
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4.5.8 Trails 

Trails within the general project area represent transportation corridors frequently 
following well traveled game trails around and to lakes, rivers, creeks and other 
geographical features. Because of their ambiguous nature, trails are rarely identified as 
archaeological sites, but instead are noted as historic and/or traditional land use features. 
It is assumed that historic and traditional use trails were present in the study area. 
However, disturbances due to agricultural, industrial and residential development would 
have obscured most if not all physical evidence of trail locations. 
 

4.5.9 Historic Sites 

Historic sites relate to human activities during the time period documented by written 
records. Historic sites in the general study area primarily relate to resource extraction 
such as logging and agriculture, as well as ranching activities and small scale hunting and 
fishing. Sites can range from large complex sites which represent a wide range of 
activities to task specific sites which evidence little diversity in activity. Thus, the 
scientific, historic, and ethnic significance of this site type varies greatly and should be 
assessed on an individual basis. Such research should take into account archaeological 
remains, standing structures, documentary evidence, historic significance (links to 
important events, individuals and developments in local, regional and national history), 
ethnic and economic significance. Current B.C. legislation requires archaeological 
evaluation of all sites older than 1846 and allows more flexibility with more recent 
resources. However, post-1846 sites may also require archaeological work and may be 
protected by legislation depending on the nature and significance of the deposit. For 
example, historic CMTs which have been modified by First Nation peoples can be 
recorded archaeologically as traditional use features. 
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5. RESULTS 
5.1 Recorded Archaeological Sites 

A portion of one recorded historic site, DhSa 26, falls within the boundaries of the 
proposed project area. No other archaeological sites are recorded in the planned 
development zone. However, many previously recorded sites are located in the general 
vicinity of the study area. 
 
DhSa 2 
DhSa 2, the Fleet Point site, is located approximately 2.2 km south of the study area 
along the south shore of Nanoose Harbour on the Snaw-Naw-As reserve near Fleet Point. 
The large shell midden site was originally recorded in 1968 and was excavated in 1974 
(McMurdo 1974) and 2005 (Smith 2005). Bone and lithic artifacts have been recovered. 
Buried human remains were recovered from the site in 2005 (Smith 2005). 
 
DhSa 3 
DhSa 3, the Ranch Point site, is located approximately 800 m south of the study area on 
the Canadian Forces Maritime Experimental Test Ranges (CFMETR) Department of 
National Defense Property, along the north shore of Nanoose Harbour. An industrial 
facility built by the Giant Powder Company in 1912 disturbed DhSa 3. The Giant Powder 
Company was abandoned in 1925 and was eventually recorded as DhSa-N-H8. Originally 
recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster, DhSa 3 is comprised of shell midden deposits 
and possible human burials. Possibilities of a mass burial are associated with historic 
accounts from the Giant Powder Company’s 1912 construction, during which human 
remains were unearthed, reinterred and recorded by the British Columbia Historical 
Society (Sivertz and Nicholls 1980). In addition to its initial recording, the site was tested 
in 1999 and yielded severely disturbed cultural deposits (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
Currently the site area is occupied by CFMETR facilities. 
 
DhSa 4 
DhSa 4 is located approximately 750 m south of the study area along the north shore of 
Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense Property. DhSa 4 is 
also situated within the boundaries of recorded historic site DhSa-N-H8, the former Giant 
Powder Company industrial facility. DhSa 4 is a large shell midden site originally 
recorded by Murton and Foster (1975) based on exposed deposits. In 1999 the site was 
tested and yielded extensively disturbed cultural deposits (Dady and Christensen 2000).  
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DhSa 5 
DhSa 5 is located approximately 1.3 km southeast of the study area along the north shore 
of Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. The site 
consists of exposed shell midden deposits originally recorded by Murton and Foster 
(1975). However, the site could not be relocated in a subsequent study (Dady and 
Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 6 
DhSa 6 is located approximately 1.3 km southeast of the study area along the north shore 
of Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. The site 
is comprised of shell midden deposits, a cultural depression of unknown function, and 
two bark-stripped Douglas-fir CMTs. DhSa 6 was originally recorded by Murton and 
Foster (1975) and was revisited in 1999 (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 7 
DhSa 7 is located approximately 2 km east of the study area, at the eastern tip of Nanoose 
Harbour’s northern shoreline on Wallis Point. The site extends onto nearby Wallis Island. 
The site is situated on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. DhSa 7 is 
comprised of shell midden deposits, a cultural depression of unknown function, eight 
Douglas-fir CMTs, and four burial cairns. DhSa 7 was originally recorded by Murton and 
Foster (1975) and was revisited in 1999 (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 8 
DhSa 8 is located approximately 2.3 km south of the study area along the south shoreline 
of Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of shell midden deposits recorded in 1975 by 
Murton and Foster. 
 
DhSa 9 
DhSa 9 is located approximately 2.6 km southeast of the study area along the south 
shoreline of Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of shell midden deposits recorded in 
1975 by Murton and Foster. Human skeletal remains were recovered from the site in 
1987 (Skinner 1987). 
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DhSa 11 
DhSa 11 is located on Dolphin Beach at the mouth of Enos Creek along the shoreline of 
the Strait of Georgia, approximately 200 m north of the study area. The site consists of 
shell midden deposits recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster. 
 
DhSa 12 
DhSa 12 is located approximately 900 m east of the study area along the shoreline of the 
Strait of Georgia, overlooking Schooner Cove to the south. The site consists of shell 
midden deposits recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster. 
 
DhSa 13 
DhSa 13 is located approximately 60 m east of the study area along the shoreline of the 
Strait of Georgia, and overlooks a small bay to the east. The site consists of thin shell 
midden deposits recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster. 
 
DhSa 14 
DhSa 14 is located approximately 1.4 km east of the study area along the shoreline of the 
Strait of Georgia and partially within the CFMETR Department of National Defense 
property. The site consists of shell midden deposits originally recorded in 1975 by 
Murton and Foster. DhSa 14 was revisited in 1996 (Dahlstrom 1996) and in 1999 (Dady 
and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 15 
DhSa 15 is located approximately 1.4 km east of the study area along the shoreline of the 
Strait of Georgia. The site consists of shell midden deposits identified at the same 
location as a historic brickyard. DhSa 15 was originally recorded in 1975 by Murton and 
Foster and was later revisited (Simonsen 2000). 
 
DhSa 19 
DhSa 19 is located approximately 500 m south of the study area along the north shore of 
Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. The site is 
comprised of shell midden deposits and three bark-stripped Douglas-fir CMTs. DhSa 19 
was recorded and tested in 1999 (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
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DhSa 20 
DhSa 20 is located approximately 500 m south of the study area along the north shore of 
Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. The site is 
also situated within the boundaries of recorded historic site DhSa-N-H8, the former Giant 
Powder Company industrial facility. DhSa 20 is comprised of shell midden deposits 
originally recorded and tested in 1999 (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 21 
DhSa 21 is located approximately 500 m south of the study area near the north shore of 
Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. The site is 
situated within the boundaries of recorded historic site DhSa-N-H8. DhSa 21 is 
composed of 11 burial cairns and one burial mound (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 22 
DhSa 22 is located approximately 650 m south-southeast of the study area near the north 
shore of Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. 
The site consists of shell midden deposits (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 23 
DhSa 23 is located approximately 800 m south-southeast of the study area along the north 
shore of Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. 
The site consists of shell midden deposits (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 24 
DhSa 24 is located approximately 900 m south-southeast of the study area along the north 
shore of Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. 
Although lacking any archaeological deposits, the site consists of 13 Douglas-fir CMTs 
and represents a locality of traditional use. DhSa 24 was originally recorded in 1999 
(Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 25 
DhSa 25 is located approximately 850 m southeast of the study area near the north shore 
of Nanoose Harbour on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property. The site 
consists of three burial cairns (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
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DhSa 26 
DhSa 26 is also recorded as historic site DhSa-N-H8. This large site measures 
approximately 950 m east to west, and extends approximately 900 m north to south 
between Fairwinds Drive and the northern shoreline of Nanoose Harbour. The majority 
of the site is located on the CFMETR Department of National Defense property and only 
its northernmost portion is situated within the study area. DhSa 26 (DhSa-N-H8) is the 
locality historically occupied by the Giant Powder Company between 1911 and 1925 
(Sivertz and Nicholls 1980). This large industrial operation consisted of many buildings 
and included extensive infrastructure such as roads and rail lines. Most historic features 
associated with the site were demolished long ago. The site was officially recorded in 
1999 (Dady and Christensen 2000). 
 
DhSa 28 
DhSa 28 is located approximately 2.9 km southeast of the study area on the south shore 
of Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of scattered human remains and is considered to 
represent precontact tree burials. DhSa 28 was originally recorded in 1975 by Murton and 
Foster, and was excavated in 1987 (Skinner 1987). 
 
DhSb 12 
DhSb 12 is located approximately 2.2 km south of the study area along the south 
shoreline of the Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of shell midden deposits recorded in 
1974 by the Archaeology Branch. 
 
DhSb 14 
DhSb 14 is located approximately 700 m north-northwest of the study area along the 
shoreline of the Strait of Georgia. The site consists of shell midden deposits, a historic 
cabin and an assortment of historic debris. DhSb 14 was originally recorded in 1975 by 
Murton and Foster, and was tested in 1999 (Wilson and Hewer 1999). 
 
DhSb 28 
DhSb 28 is located approximately 2 km southwest of the study area along the west 
shoreline of Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of shell midden deposits recorded in 
1975 by Murton and Foster. 
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DhSb 29 
DhSb 29 is located approximately 2.1 km southwest of the study area along the west 
shoreline of Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of shell midden deposits recorded in 
1975 by Murton and Foster. 
 
DhSb 30 
DhSb 30 is located approximately 1 km west-southwest of the study area along the north 
shoreline of Nanoose Harbour. It is a large site consisting of shell midden deposits, faunal 
remains, bone artifacts, lithic artifacts and isolated human remains. DhSb 30 was 
originally recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster, and was further assessed on several 
occasions (Dewhirst 1993, 1994, 2003). 
 
DhSb 31 
DhSb 31 is located approximately 550 m west-southwest of the study area along the north 
shoreline of Nanoose Harbour near the mouth of a small drainage. The site consists of 
shell midden deposits originally recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster. DhSb 31 was 
revisited in 1992 (Eldridge 1992). 
 
DhSb 46 
DhSb 46 is located approximately 1.4 km west-southwest of the study area near the north 
shoreline of Nanoose Harbour. The site consists of shell midden deposits originally 
recorded in 1975 by Murton and Foster. DhSb 46 was revisited in 2003 (Dewhirst 2003). 
 

5.2 Previous Archaeological Assessments 

No documented archaeological assessments have been conducted within the proposed 
development zone. However, numerous archaeological assessments have been carried out 
in the general vicinity of the study area and an abundance of archaeological data has been 
recorded. The following is a summation of those assessments that have been conducted in 
close proximity to the study area and deemed as being most significant in relation to this 
project: 
 

• In 1975 an archaeological survey was conducted along the shoreline and 
foreshore in the vicinity of the study area. Although subsurface testing was not 
carried out during this reconnaissance, several new archaeological sites were 
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identified through visual examination of ground surfaces and exposures (Murton 
and Foster 1975). 

 
• In 1992 an archaeological impact assessment was conducted on a proposed 

subdivision southwest of the study area near Notch Hill. The boundaries of 
previously recorded archaeological site DhSb 31 were extended through the 
testing program (Eldridge 1992). 

 
• In 1993 and 1994, an archaeological impact assessment and subsequent 

monitoring program were conducted in response to a proposed subdivision 
southwest of the study area. The boundaries of previously recorded archaeological 
site DhSb 30 were revised through a testing program (Dewhirst 1993, 1994). 

 
• In 1995 an archaeological impact assessment was conducted on a proposed 

subdivision situated just west of the study area. This assessment did not result in 
the identification of cultural deposits (Dahlstrom 1995). 

 
• In 1996 an archaeological impact assessment was conducted on a proposed 

subdivision immediately east of the study area and north of the CFMETR 
Department of National Defense property. The boundaries of previously recorded 
archaeological site DhSa 14 were extended through the testing program 
(Dahlstrom 1996). 

 
• In 1997 an archaeological inventory and impact assessment was conducted 

southeast of the study area on the CFMETR Department of National Defense 
property and near Richard Point. The boundaries of previously recorded 
archaeological site DhSa 6 were extended through the testing program (Dahlstrom 
1997). 

 
• In 1999 an archaeological inventory and impact assessment was conducted in 

response to a proposed subdivision northwest of the study area. The boundaries of 
previously recorded archaeological site DhSb 14 were extended through the 
testing program (Wilson and Hewer 1999). 
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• In 1999 an archaeological inventory was conducted on the CFMETR Department 
of National Defense property located immediately south of the present study area. 
This work resulted in the boundary extension of several previously recorded sites 
and the identification of nine new archaeological sites (Dady and Christensen 
2000). DhSa 26 (historic site DhSa-N-H8) was recorded during this assessment. 

 
• In 2003, an archaeological inventory was conducted in response to a large 

proposed subdivision southwest of the study area. This work resulted in the 
boundary extension of previously recorded site DhSb 30 and the identification of 
new site DhSb 46 (Dewhirst 2003). 

 

5.3 Traditional Use Sites 

A number of traditional use sites have been documented in the Nanoose Bay area. Most 
represent geographical features, habitation sites, resource procurement sites or places of 
mythological significance. The most frequently documented traditional use sites in the 
vicinity of the study area are recorded CMT sites. 
 
Traditional use of the study area was addressed through conversations with Chief David 
Bob of the Snaw-Naw-As (Nanoose First Nation). Traditional use sites are defined as  
 

…any geographically defined site that has been traditionally used by one 
or more groups of people for some type of activity. These sites will often 
lack the physical evidence of human-made artifacts or structures, but will 
maintain cultural significance to a living community of people. Traditional 
use sites are usually documented with the assistance of oral, historical, and 
archival sources. Examples include: sacred sites, ritual bathing pools, 
resource gathering sites and sites of a legendary or past event of cultural 
significance (Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the Arts 2008). 

 
These types of sites can also be defined as ethnographic heritage sites, though this term is 
more commonly associated with sites identified with specific place names or documented 
ethnohistoric sources.  
 
According to Chief David Bob, the study area has been a hunting ground for deer and a 
place to collect plants and herbs for generations. Young people were taught to hunt 
southwest and south of Enos Lake. This area was also known to contain a species of 
‘five-toed’ salamander, which was used for special ceremonies. This could be one of a 
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number of species common in coastal regions of British Columbia. The nature of these 
ceremonies was not discussed. First Nations commonly make a mythological distinction 
between animals that can be eaten and those that cannot. Respect for animals that are 
hunted for food is commonly expressed as a relationship of reciprocity. Those that are not 
eaten, such as salamanders, are commonly considered dangerous and are associated with 
shamanistic powers (Collins 1952).  
 
The Snaw-Naw-As used elevated portions of the study area as lookouts for possible 
enemies from the north. Several areas within the study area provide good vantage points. 
Notch Hill was particularly important. The hilltop provides a view as far north as French 
Creek. 
 
Areas of traditional use can be represented with a point for small well-defined sites such 
as fishing stations, a line for linear sites such as trails and a polygon for larger use areas. 
All of the areas described above have been represented by polygons and are encompassed 
by zones of archaeological potential on Figure 2.  
 

5.4 Topography 

The study area is characterized by undulating to hilly terrain with frequent outcroppings 
of bedrock. Typically, low-lying areas are poorly drained and have standing or flowing 
water. Localities of moderate elevation are rocky and commonly sloped. Areas of high 
elevation are typified by several prominent hills. Notch Hill is the most prominent of 
these. Although the steep hillsides are rocky and undulating, some areas of relatively 
level terrain are likely present at their summits. One separate locality in the project area is 
situated along the shoreline of the Strait of Georgia. This small area is also rocky and 
relatively steep, but does include sporadic areas of level terrain overlooking the ocean. 
The proposed development encompasses Enos Lake, Enos Creek, several small wetlands 
and several small drainages. Dolphin Lake is within 100 m of the study area. Areas 
surrounding each of these significant water bodies and courses is considered to have 
potential for the presence of level, raised and well-drained terrain. 
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6. STUDY AREA EVALUATION 
A significant portion of the study area is considered to have archaeological potential. This 
evaluation is based on the project area’s topographic and hydrological attributes, its 
proximity to numerous previously recorded archaeological sites, and its cultural 
significance as held by local First Nations. There is also a potential for the presence of 
culturally modified trees given the dense forest cover of the study area and the number of 
recorded CMT sites in its vicinity. Generally, potential is considered to be moderate. 
Because only a small area of the property is situated along the shoreline and is not within 
a sheltered bay or near a stream mouth, large significant village sites are not anticipated. 
If sites are present, they are expected to be relatively small and probably task specific. No 
landforms were identified that are thought to be associated with raised beach terraces 
where early deposits may be located. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS 
A significant portion of the study area is considered to have archaeological potential. 
Areas of perceived potential are located on level, well-drained terrain associated with 
significant topographic features, inland water features, the ocean shoreline and points of 
prominent elevation (Figure 2). An archaeological impact assessment (AIA) is 
recommended to determine the presence of cultural deposits in the proposed development 
zone. It is suggested that a Heritage Conservation Act permit be acquired for the study 
area to include all lands associated with the Neighbourhood 2: Lakes District. 
 
As part of the AIA, a detailed in-field evaluation of archaeological potential will further 
ascertain the intensity of shovel testing required. Systematic or judgemental shovel 
testing will be conducted in areas of perceived archaeological potential such as banks of 
creeks and lakes, level topped ridges, well drained knolls, prominent hills, and ocean 
shoreline. Wetlands in this region are known to have potential for inland shell midden 
and wet site cultural material. Wet deposits may require deep testing or machine assisted 
testing. Cultural deposits/materials may be present even within previously disturbed 
areas. Areas identified as having archaeological potential in this report will be the focus 
of investigation. Evaluation of potential will be refined in in-field evaluation, likely 
eliminating some areas from investigation but possibly adding other areas. 
 
These recommendations apply solely to physical archaeological evidence of past human 
activity and in no way attempt to encompass any traditional land use or heritage concerns 
of the various First Nations people with traditional territories in the study area. 
Considering that portions of the proposed development zone are ethnographically 
regarded as culturally significant, consultation with First Nations should be maintained 
over the course of any future archaeological work undertaken therein.  
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